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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This research investigates the representation and evolution of the
mystical concepts of rendi (rascality/libertinism) and gqallast
(vagabondage/mendicant nonconformity) in Shiite mystical poetic
literature, with a focus on the Divan of Arif Bojnourdi. The concepts
of rend and qallas have long had a prominent presence in Persian
mystical literature. At first glance, these terms carry a negative
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meaning, implying licentiousness, cunning, and beggary; however, in
the realm of mystical interpretation, these terms ascend from lexical
concepts and earthly signifiers to heavenly signified, transforming
into symbols for the wayfarer (salik) who is freed from external
formalities, egotistical selfhood, and even attachments to the afterlife.

Research Questions

The main research question is: how are these concepts redefined and
reinterpreted in Shiite poetic literature, which is replete with emotion,
epic passion, and love for the Ahlul-Bayt (AS)?

The secondary question concerns the nature of this concept in the
thought of Arif Bojnourdi: in what symbols of Shiite mysticism has
he presented rendi, and how has he given it meaning?

2. Literature Review

The concepts of rend and gallas have not been neglected in broader
Iranian and Persian literary studies. Extensive scholarship exists on
the figure of the rend in the poetry of Hafez, where it is often
interpreted as a symbol of enlightened indifference to worldly piety
and a veiled critique of hypocritical religiosity. Similarly, the
Qalandariyya tradition, with its emphasis on antinomian conduct,
shaving of hair, and deliberate flouting of conventional decorum, has
been studied as a reaction against institutionalized Sufism, embodying
the gallas archetype. These studies have established the fundamental
paradox at the heart of these figures: they are simultaneously
condemned and venerated, representing both moral delinquency and
the highest spiritual freedom. However, a critical review of this
existing literature reveals a pronounced theoretical gap. The
overwhelming majority of these studies operate within a
predominantly Sunni or trans-sectarian Sufi framework, rarely
interrogating the specific theological inflections that these symbols
acquire when transposed into a distinctly Shiite metaphysical and
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historical context. Moreover, while perennialist thinkers and
traditionalist scholars have extensively explored the ontological
priority of the symbol over discursive reason, emphasizing the
principle of analogical connection over analytical separation, and
perceiving the cosmos as an integrated, hierarchical whole, they have
seldom applied this hermeneutic to the specific case of Shiite mystical
poetry. The theoretical apparatus for understanding how paradoxical
(apophatic and oxymoronic) symbols function has been well
established, yet its application to an explicitly Shiite imaginative
landscape, particularly one that synthesizes rendi with the tragic ethos
of the Husseini uprising, remains drastically underdeveloped. Thus,
the principal novelty and scientific contribution of the present research
reside in its pioneering effort to bridge this gap. By systematically
unearthing and hermeneutically explicating these paradoxical symbols
within the specific Shiite paradigm of Arif Bojnourdi’s Divan, this
study aims to demonstrate that these transgressive archetypes are not
merely borrowed wholesale from the broader Sufi lexicon but are
meticulously re-theologized, re-historicized, and repurposed to
articulate a uniquely Shiite mystical anthropology, centered on
sacrificial love and the axial authority of the Ahlul-Bayt.

3. Methodology

This article was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, and
its data were obtained through library research, relying on the poems
of Arif Bojnourdi.

4. Results

The study indicated that Arif Bojnourdi functioned as a remarkably
innovative poetic-theologian who masterfully orchestrated a
sophisticated conceptual synthesis. He deliberately fused the intricate
conceptual geometry of rendi, with its inherent connotations of
calculated indifference, ironic detachment, and defiance of
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conventional moralism, and with the anarchic, socially transgressive,
and ascetically-mendicant ethos of gallasi. Crucially, however, this
fusion was strategically and seamlessly integrated with core Shiite
devotional and soteriological motifs. The most prominent of these
thematic inflections included: (a) an intensely personal, almost
besotted, murid-like (disciple-like) passionate love for Imam Ali
(AS), which served as the epistemological gateway to higher realities;
and (b) the existential paradigm of ultimate self-sacrifice as
epitomized by the historical event of the Husseini uprising at Karbala.
By anchoring the conceptual frameworks of rendi and gallast in the
existential realities of Ashura, interpreting selflessness through the
lens of Husayn’s sacrifice, Arif Bojnourdi constructed an entirely
unique and cohesive symbolic system. Within this bespoke system,
the archetypal rend was reconstituted not as a mere delinquent, but as
the quintessential, truth-perceiving gnostic (‘a@ref). This figure,
embodying the derelict, love-stricken disposition of the gallas,
traversed the perilous, agonizing, yet ultimately redemptive path of
radical love. The findings definitively showed that these terms
underwent a complete semantic inversion: from signifying social vice
and moral corruption, they evolved into representing the supreme

virtues of spiritual vision and existential sincerity.

5. Discussion

The results of this study invite a profound reinterpretation of the
function of antinomian symbolism within Persian Shiite poetry. The
conceptual synthesis achieved by Arif Bojnourdi was not merely an
aesthetic or rhetorical exercise; it represented a sophisticated
theological discourse. Through his poetic fusion, he redefined the
marginal, rebellious outcast not as a heretic to be condemned, but as
the very exemplar of the true believer whose apparent lawlessness
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was, in reality, the most supreme form of fidelity to the inner essence
of divine unity.

This transformed discourse served as a powerful metaphorical vehicle
for articulating several advanced mystical stations. Firstly, it
expressed the supreme state of annihilation in the Divine Essence
(fana'’ fi ‘I-Haqq), wherein the mystic’s ego was completely dissolved.
Secondly, it metaphorically encoded the existential journey of
transcendence beyond the external, juridical dimension of piety
(Shari’ah) towards the inner, esoteric kernel of spiritual reality
(Hagigah). Thirdly, it rigorously depicted the process of ego-death
and the dissolution of the possessive selthood (nafs). Most
distinctively, however, this synthesis articulated a uniquely Shiite
amorous wayfaring (sulitk-e ‘asigane-yi $i'7), a spiritual conduct
fundamentally oriented around the axial principle of the Wilayah of
the Ahlul-Bayt.

The paramount significance of this discussion lay in demonstrating
that the symbolic system devised by Arif Bojnourdi privileged the
principle of ontological connection over disjunctive separation,
viewing existence as a unified whole. The paradoxical nature of the
symbols, simultaneously indicting and sanctifying the rend, revealed
the dynamism and theological adaptability of Persian mysticism
within Iranian Shiism. Ultimately, this analysis concluded that
the Divan of Arif Bojnourdi stood as a remarkable testament to the
enduring capacity of mystical poetry to innovate new symbolic
languages that reconcile classical esoteric doctrines with the specific
historical and devotional consciousness of a faith community.

6. Conclusion

The research findings indicated that Arif Bojnourdi, by integrating the
conceptual geometry of rendr and gallast with Shiite themes such as
sacrifice and love, particularly in the two instances of disciple-like
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love for Imam Ali (AS) and the selfless, sacrificial self-annihilation in
the Husseini uprising, created a unique symbolic system in which the
rend is a truth-seeing gnostic ( ‘aref) who, in a gallas-like manner,

traverses the path of love.

Keywords: Islamic Mysticism, Shiite Literature, Rendi, Qallasi, Arif
Bojnourdi, Symbolism.
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