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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
Mystical experiences are among the most significant sources of

knowledge in Islamic mysticism. Although they often transcend
ordinary language, they convey knowledge, spiritual insight, and
guidance for the spiritual path (sulitk). Allameh Hassan-Zadeh Amoli,
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a prominent contemporary figure in mysticism, philosophy,
theosophy, jurisprudence, and literature, recorded part of his inner and
intuitive experiences in his book Man in the Mystical Tradition, which
contains a collection of these experiences, called “spiritual events”
(wagqi ‘at).

These spiritual events are not merely personal accounts; they are
linked to practices such as invocation of the Divine Names (dhikr),
vigilant meditation (muragabah), Qur’an recitation, seclusion, the
forty-day retreat (chelle-neshini), presence of the heart, intuition, and
spiritual wayfaring. Therefore, they can be studied within the
framework of mystical experience research.

This article rereads these spiritual events through the theory of
William James, the American philosopher and psychologist. In The
Varieties of Religious Experience, James identifies four
characteristics of mystical experience, namely ineffability, noetic
quality, transiency, and passivity. The study evaluates the degree of
correspondence or divergence between Allameh’s events and these

characteristics.

Research Questions

(a) What characteristics do Allameh’s spiritual events have?

(b) To what extent do they correspond to James’s theory?

(c) Why did Allameh publish his spiritual events during his lifetime?
The study’s significance is twofold; it re-examines a contemporary
mystic’s experiences and assesses James’s theory’s capacity to
explain Islamic mystical experience. The article aims to show that
Allameh’s experience has cognitive, edifying, and spiritual-path value

beyond its personal dimension.
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2. Literature Review

Previous research has extensively examined the unveilings and
spiritual experiences of classical mystics such as Attar of Nishapur,
Najm al-Din Kubra, Ayn al-Qudah Hamadani, and Ruzbihan Baq]li,
exploring topics like the language of unveiling, symbolism, and
intuitive knowledge. Studies on Allameh Hassan-Zadeh Amoli have
mostly focused on his philosophical and theological thought.
However, the spiritual events in Man in the Mystical Tradition and
their analysis through modern theories of religious experience have
rarely been studied independently. In particular, a comparative
analysis based on William James’s four characteristics represents a
gap in the literature.

The novelty of this article lies in its focused analysis of the
twenty-three recorded spiritual events of Allameh using James’s
framework, which contributes to a better understanding of Allameh’s
mysticism and creates dialogue between Islamic mysticism and

modern theories of religious experience.

3. Methodology

The research used a descriptive-analytical method. First, James’s
theoretical foundations were examined, and his four characteristics
(ineffability, noetic quality, transiency, and passivity) were adopted as
analytical criteria. Then, the twenty-three spiritual events from the
first part of Man in the Mystical Tradition were studied.

In the analytical phase, each event was examined for correspondence
with James’s four characteristics. The study also paid attention to the

role of time, the mystic’s presence and awareness, the connection with
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devotional practices, and the instructional function of the accounts.
Thus, the article went beyond superficial comparison and revealed
fundamental differences between Islamic mystical experience and

James’s psychological-philosophical framework.

4. Results

The findings showed that three of James’s four characteristics are
clearly observable in Allameh’s spiritual events:

Ineffability: Allameh’s experiences transcend ordinary language; he
can offer only limited signs of their full truth.

Noetic quality: These experiences are not mere emotions but involve
awareness, uncovering, and reception of truth, serving as a source of
knowledge about the human station, relation to God, and spiritual
perfection.

Transiency: Although deeply influential, the events occur within a
short time and at a particular moment, matching James’s notion of
transiency.

However, James’s fourth characteristic, i.e., passivity, is not fully
realized in Allameh’s events. In James’s theory, the experiencer is in
the grip of a higher force; but in Allameh’s accounts, alongside
receptivity, self-awareness, presence, and inner vigilance are also

observable.

5. Discussion

The difference regarding passivity showed that Islamic mystical
experience cannot be interpreted entirely within Western intellectual
patterns. In Islamic mysticism, the seeker, through spiritual struggle
(mujahada), dhikr, muraqabah, self-refinement, Qur’an recitation, and

persistent wayfaring, prepares the ground for spiritual receptions.
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Thus, a spiritual event is a divine gift but also connected to the
seeker’s preparedness, will, and conscious presence.

The article also emphasized the role of time in Allameh’s events. Time
is not merely a container; it sometimes has its own quality affecting
the experience’s meaning. Some experiences occur in particular
situations or states, influencing their interpretation. James’s theory
does not highlight this point, which is a limitation of his framework.
The publication of the spiritual events should be understood in light
of Allameh’s edifying and wayfaring purpose. These accounts are not
personal claims; they serve as signs of the path and of the effects of
dhikr, muraqabah, intimacy with the Qur’an, and attention to
religion’s inner dimension. Allameh aims to show the connection

between theosophical discussions and lived spiritual experience.

6. Conclusion

The study concluded that Allameh Hassan-Zadeh Amoli’s spiritual
events possess three of James’s characteristics (ineffability, noetic
Vi.oself-awareness and active presence accompany intuitive
reception.

Moreover, the role of time and the connection with conscious
wayfaring, muragabah, dhikr, and Qur’anic teachings showed that
James’s framework alone cannot fully explain Allameh’s mystical
experience. James’s theory is useful for understanding shared
dimensions but insufficient for all characteristics of Islamic mystical
experience.

Ultimately, Allameh’s spiritual events are cognitive, edifying, and

wayfaring-related accounts that explain human transcendence and
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higher knowledge. The article’s value lies in its comparative
approach: it reveals commonalities with James’s theory while
emphasizing the independence and distinctive features of the Islamic

mystical-theosophical tradition.

Keywords: Mystical Experience, Spiritual Event, William James,
Hassan-Zadeh Amoli, Man in the Mystical Tradition.
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