—-=- Mysticism in Persian Literature - —------
Spring & Summer 2026, 5 (9), 113-154 2 ATU
Drd

msil. atu. ac. ir PRESS
DOI: 10.22054/msil.2026.92254.1247

Introducing Selselat-al-Seddighin o Anis-al-Asheqin and

Its Manuscripts

Ph.D. Student in Persian Language and

Farzaneh Sadat Hejrati Literature, Faculty of Literature, Alzahra
University, Tehran, Iran

Professor Emeritus, Department of
Persian Language and Literature, Faculty
of Literature, Alzahra University, Tehran,
Iran

Maryam Hosseini*

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Khwajegan Order is a spiritual path that emerged in Bukhara
during the mid-sixth century. Ahmad Kasani, known as “Makhdoom
A’zam” or “Mawlana Khwajegi,” is one of the great leaders of the
Khwajegan lineage of the Nagshbandiyah order of Transoxania.
Among the countless disciples nurtured by Kasani, some have written
works recounting his virtues and miraculous deeds. The book
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Selselat-al-Seddighin o Anis-al-Asheqin, written by Dust Mohammad
Falizkar ibn Noruz Mohammad Akhsikati, is one of the works written
in the magamat of Ahmad Kasani. The importance and value of the
book can be summarized in its linguistic, literary, historical and social
aspects. From a linguistic perspective, the presence of words related
to Transoxania, and the phonetic characteristics of the dialect of these
regions are noteworthy. The eloquence of the words, poetic
references, and the narrative structure of the anecdotes highlight the
literary aspects of the book. In the historical field, the retelling of the
lineage of the Khwajegan dynasty, the historical references of the
book, and the representation of Kasani’s character and other mystics
are important. In the social dimension, the work focuses on the
description of the communal customs of the dynasty, the depiction of
the sheikh’s relations with his disciples, and Kasani’s interactions
with the elders and kings. This book is important for introducing the
influential character of Ahmad Kasani in the history of mysticism and
Sufism and revealing new aspects of the customs and circumstances
of the mystics of the Nagshbandiyah dynasty.

2. Literature Review

To date, no research has been conducted specifically on Selselat-al-
Seddighin o Anis-al-Ashegqin; brief accounts of the author’s life appear
only in a few other works. Examples of such sources include Siyah
bar Sefid (Nowshahi, 2011) and Nasamat al-Ghods (Kashami, 1931).
Other available sources in this field focus solely on Kasani’s life and
his writings. Kasani’s books and the maqams about him, which have
already been mentioned, are in this category. Alongside these, there
are articles such as “Gol-e Nowruz” (Pazhuhandeh, 1998), “An
Analysis of Dhikr (Remembrance) from the Perspective of Imam
Khomeini and a Comparison with the Views of Khwaje Ahmad
Kasani, Including a Critical Edition of the Treatise on the Subject of
Dhikr” (Bani-Taba, 2009), “Khwajegi Kasani and His Works” (Bani-
Taba, 2010), “Khwaje Ahmad Kasani: Mystical Views and
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Terminology” (Rahmanian Kushkaki, 2021), “An Introduction to Jalal
al-Din Ahmad Kasani, His Persian Treatises, and Stylistic Features of
His Works” (Soltani, 2019), “An Account of the Life of Khwajegi
Ahmad Kasani and a Review of the Treatise on the Explanation of
Dhikr” (Sadeghi, 2010), and “A Re-examination of the Politico-
Mystical Relationship between Baber Gurkani and Ahmad Khwajegi
Kasani, Including a Critical Edition of the Baberiyah Treatise”
(Honari, 2015).

3. Methodology

The present study was conducted using a qualitative approach and
content analysis. Data were gathered through library research and the
review of relevant documents and texts, and subsequently analyzed.

4. Conclusion

Selselat-al-Seddighin o  Anis-al-Asheqin authored by Dust-
Muhammad Akhsikati, is a significant work in the history of
mysticism and Sufism; it recounts the virtues and miraculous deeds of
Ahmad Kasani. The value of this work lies in its linguistic, literary,
historical, and social dimensions.

In terms of language, the author employs a vocabulary that sheds light
on the structure and phonology of the language spoken in Transoxiana
and the Bukhara region. The text incorporates numerous nominal and
verbal constructions found in the writings of the order’s prominent
figures, thereby revealing the distinctive linguistic style characteristic
of this lineage’s works.

In terms of literary genre, this book is classified as magamat
chronicling the life, thoughts, and experiences of Mawlana Khwajegi.
The use of rhetorical devices such as simile, paronomasia, metaphor,
and allegory firmly establishes the work’s literary merit. The author
appropriately incorporates verses from various poets, particularly
those revered within this spiritual order, such as Mawlavi and Qasim
Anwar. A significant portion of the book consists of anecdotes which
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are a distinct form of literary narrative. Character actions and dialogue
form the foundation of these tales, which primarily serve to impart
counsel, moral instruction, and teachings, while also highlighting the
miraculous deeds of the Sheikh.

The historical aspects of the work are primarily linked to the
introduction of the Khwajegan order and its genealogy. References to
Kasani’s date of death and his interactions with kings during military
campaigns constitute the only events with a truly historical character.

The prevailing portrayal of Kasani in this book conforms to the
standard image of Sufi masters found in hagiographical literature,
where accounts of their miraculous feats form the core of the narrative.
Alongside this image, the text also reveals Kasani’s introduction of
innovations into the order, his leanings toward Shi’ism, and his
antinomian tendencies.

The social dimensions of the text are revealed through the description
of the order’s etiquette and Kasani’s interactions with disciples and
kings. These accounts highlight practices such as the code of
companionship, sama * and majara which underscore the text’s social
context. Kasani’s affectionate relationships with his disciples and his
social leadership are examined through the lens of his relationships
with Sufis within the xanqah (Sufi lodge). Furthermore, the Sheikh’s
spiritual authority in his dealings with kings, as well as his influence
and role as a mediator among the ruling class, constitute another facet
of Kasani’s interactions depicted in this work.

Five manuscripts of Selselat-al-Seddighin o Anis-al-Ashegin are
extant, of which the Majles manuscript is the most complete.
Nevertheless, the Istanbul manuscript is more refined than the other
two, as it contains fewer interlinear corrections, erased words, and
similar irregularities.

Keywords: Sufi Texts, Magamat, Naqgshbandiyah, Selselat-al-
Seddighin o Anis-al-Asheqin, Dust Mohammad Falizkar, Ahmad
Kasani.
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