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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Myth and mysticism appear as two independent realms within the
humanities. Some scholars have viewed mysticism as an extension
and evolution of the mythology of gods, whereas mythological
religions and rituals recount the descent of deities and their
anthropomorphic incarnation in the earthly realm, mystical traditions
follow the reverse path. Their central themes are the ascension and
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emergence of the “Perfect Human” (insan-i kamil) in a sacred sense,
and ultimately, the manifestation of the figures humans aspire to
embody, thereby allowing elements of mythological transformation to
be understood within a new framework.

However, the term myth in this study does not carry the complex,
specialized connotations found in the field of mythology; rather, it is
used in a simpler, more functional sense. In this context, myth-making
within Sufi hagiographies and biographical narratives refers to the
creation of a superhuman and supra-real image of the spiritual
masters. Through the use of rhetorical, narrative, and symbolic
techniques, these figures transcend the limitations of ordinary
humanity, appearing to the audience as awe-inspiring, monumental
beings. This mode of representation serves not merely as an
expression of the disciples’ reverence for their master, but also as a
means of consolidating spiritual authority and perpetuating Sufi
charisma throughout history and culture.

2. Literature Review

A review of existing literature indicates that no research has been
conducted that precisely aligns with the subject at hand. However,
numerous works have addressed certain aspects of this topic, either
directly or indirectly.

Among the theses, one can cite Dadvar’s research (2010), which
focuses on the aspects and structure of karamat-nigari (hagiographic
accounts of miraculous feats) in two significant mystical texts.
Batha’ian (2012) examined the subject of xavarig-i ‘adat (miraculous
acts transcending natural laws) in the Mathnavi-yi Ma’navi and
compared it with the perspectives of Shi’a theologians. In another
study, Rafi’i (2012) analyzed and critiqued the concept of the karamat
(miraculous feats) of saints and Islamic mystics as presented in Asrar
al-Tawhid and the Mathnavi-yi Ma 'navi.

Furthermore, Amini (2010) adopted a classificatory approach to
examine the miraculous feats of saints in Attar’s works, demonstrating
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how these feats are represented in both narrative and poetic texts.
Hashemi (2012) analyzed this subject within classical mystical texts.
In a comparative study, Heidari (2014) investigated the evolution of
saints’ miraculous feats, drawing upon Asrar al-Tawhid, Kalimat al-
Nur, Magamat-e Khwaja Abdullah Ansari, and Magamat-e Zhandeh-
Pil. Additionally, Rezaei et al. (2020) examined the epistemological
perspective of Sheikh Ahmad-e Jam regarding the “transformation of
the essence of objects.”

Furthermore, there are various articles that address this subject, each
from a distinct yet closely related perspective. For instance, Shafiei-
Kadkani (2001) analyzed new documents and evidence regarding the
life and spiritual stature of Abu Sa’id. Afshin Vafaei (2007)
demonstrated how a karamat can serve an ideological function.
Malmir (2008) re-examined the legendary aspects found in mystical
texts. Madani et al. (2010/1389) also examined the role of karamat in
the hagiographies of mystics, while Mostali Parsa and Shams (2014)
investigated the social and spiritual dimensions of karamat from the
perspective of Sheikh Ahmad-e Jam. Esmaeili et al. (2022) analyzed
the meaning-generating components of Abu Sa’id’s thought and his
approach to the “meaning of life,” thereby portraying him as both a
reformer and a figure of a transcendent nature.

The findings of these studies indicate that, although the subject of
miracles and supernatural feats in Islamic mysticism, particularly in
Asrar al-Tawhid and Magamat-e Zhandeh-Pil, has attracted scholarly
attention, the analysis of myth-making techniques in the portrayal of
the Sufi master (pir) remains a research gap. The present study aims
to address this deficiency by focusing on narrative, rhetorical, and
symbolic mechanisms to demonstrate how the masters in these texts
transcend the status of mere historical figures, transforming into
mythic, superhuman, and sacred icons.
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3. Methodology

The research methodology employed in this article was descriptive-
analytical. Data and evidence relevant to the subject were first
gathered through a review of library sources, specifically primary
texts such as Asrar al-Tawhid and Maqgamat-e Zhandeh-Pil, and
subsequently subjected to analytical scrutiny. The initial stage
involved describing the characteristics, narratives, and examples
associated with the representation of the pir, while the subsequent
phase entailed analyzing and interpreting these data through the
theoretical lenses of mythology and mysticism.

4. Results

Emulating the Prophet’s way of life is a central theme in both texts,
yet the mode of presentation differs: in Asrar al-Tawhid, the stories,
rich in detailed scene-setting and attentive to the characters’ inner
thoughts and emotions, transport the reader beyond a mere historical
account into a vivid, tangible experience. In Magamat-e Zhandeh-Pil,
the focus shifts primarily to recounting the spiritual master’s virtues
and miraculous deeds, thereby diminishing the sense of immediate
presence and direct experience. The quality of the spiritual masters’
“breadth of vision and tolerance” is particularly prominent in Abu
Sa’id; his conduct toward both followers and detractors represents not
only a moral virtue but also a reflection of his spiritual stature. He
serves, in a sense, as a focal point of reconciliation and empathy within
the Sufi community. In contrast, Ahmad-e Jam is characterized more
by authority and direct confrontation with his adversaries; this
distinction reflects two differing social needs: one calling for a
peacemaking spiritual master, the other for a powerful master capable
of acting as a deterrent. Miraculous feats also play distinct roles: for
Abu Sa’id, “spiritual insight and the perception of the unseen”
constitute the core of his persona, commanding the respect and trust
of his audience; conversely, the miracles attributed to Ahmad-e Jam,
such as healing, the transmutation of objects, or walking on water,
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serve primarily to demonstrate his active power and executive
influence.

Anecdotes regarding Abu Sa’id’s forbearance and patience, rich in
tangible scenes, bring him closer to the common people and render
him an exemplary figure; in contrast, this quality is less evident in the
Maqgamat-e Zhandeh-Pil, where the focus shifts to demonstrating the
prestige and power of the Sufi order. While the pir’s relationship with
political authority serves as a crucial means of consolidating his status
in both cases, the manner of its portrayal differs: Abu Sa’id’s spiritual
influence manifests primarily through counsel and moral impact on
officials, whereas Ahmad-e Jam assumes the role of a guardian of
order and external authority. Narrative techniques employed in Asrar
al-Tawhid, such as scene-setting, the threefold repetition of
statements, and the elaboration of details, help establish a prominent
and memorable persona; conversely, while the Magamat-e Zhandeh-
Pil presents a collection of miracles and marvels, it lacks comparable
narrative coherence and enduring impact.

S. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Sufi hagiography serves simultaneously
as a project for constructing authority and sanctifying the masters of
the spiritual path; by employing narrative and rhetorical techniques,
authors elevate the master’s persona from that of a simple ascetic or
moral teacher to a figure transcending ordinary humanity. Here, the
term mythologizing refers to the process of highlighting and
magnifying the figure’s character, transforming a religious biography
into an ideal model of faith, spiritual leadership, and social conduct.
An analysis of the article’s two primary texts, Asrar al-Tawhid and
Magamat-e Zhandeh-Pil, reveals that, while both share a similar
objective, their modes of execution, mechanisms, and ultimate effects
differ.

At a macro level, both texts reflect the needs of their respective
societies: a society that views the elder figure either as a locus of
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empathy and tolerance or as a symbol of power and influence. By
selecting and arranging their narratives, hagiographers craft an image
that aligns with audience expectations. Ultimately, two seemingly
similar figures, portrayed with the same aim of sanctification, evolve
into distinct archetypes: one endures primarily within the realm of
emotional memory and internalized learning, while the other exerts
greater influence in the spheres of power and social action.

Keywords: Myth, Sufism, Asrar al-Tawhid, Magamat-e Zhandeh-Pil.
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