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Extended Abstract
1.Introduction

The rhetorical arts, including semantic rhetoric (ma ‘ant), figurative
expression (bayan), and rhetorical embellishment (badi ‘), are among

the artistic techniques of the language and play a significant role in
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conveying mystical concepts. In the science of meanings, sentences
are divided into declarative and performative forms.

The performative utterance is one of the most important components
of mystical discourse. By accommodating a wide range of secondary
meanings, it enables the speaker to convey and evoke different
concepts. Therefore, the performative utterance is the most important
instrument in transmitting meaning and it holds a special position in
didactic mystical texts. The main focus of the present research is on
imperative solicitation in performative utterances.

In the matter of pedagogy, consecutive commands and prohibitions
lead to fatigue; thus, an eloquent speaker, relying on semantic
rhetoric, departs from the surface form. The speaker implicitly
motivates the audience toward an action or draw their attention to a
specific idea. This art, within the topic of secondary intentions, can
be further developed and generalized in semantic rhetoric.

The aim of this research is first to identify the performative
utterances in the Mathnavi-yi Ma'navi that are derived, directly or
indirectly, from verses of the Qur'an and to investigate their
secondary meanings; and second, to align them with the performative
utterances in the Qur'an in order to analyze and elucidate the manner
in which the Mathnavi-yi Ma 'navi is influenced by the Word of God.

2. Research Questions

1. To what extent are the demand-type performative utterances in
Rumi’s mystical teachings influenced by the Qur’an?

2. How are the meanings of performative utterances in the Mathnavi-
vi Ma’navi expressed, literally, or primarily as mystical allusions in

secondary meanings?
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3. To what extent is the use of secondary meanings in Rumi’s
teachings influenced by the didactic methods of the Qur’an?

The significance of this subject lies in showing the reader of the
Mathnavi that Rumi did not present novel doctrines and knowledge;
rather, he repeated the Word of God in another language along with
reiterating divine wisdom through the stories and allegories. At some
point, the reader realizes that as long as he accompanies the teachings
of the Mathnavi, they are in fact in the realm of the Qur’an.

3.Literature Review

Several studies have been conducted regarding the analysis and role
of performative utterances in the Mathnavi-yi Ma 'navi:

o Khanehbeigi et al. examined the structure of imperative sentences
in the third volume of the Mathnavi-yi Ma’navi.

o Habibvand and Tafazzoli (2020) have examined two major
categories of commands and prohibitions and also their secondary
functions in this volume.

o Lorestani et al. (2016) have conducted an intertextual study on the
second volume of the Mathnavi in relation to the Qur’an.

o Bashiri (2014), in an M. A. thesis entitled “An Analysis of the
Secondary Meaning of Interrogative and Imperative Sentences in the
First Volume of the Mathnavi”, has studied the secondary functions
of imperative and interrogative structures in the first volume.
According to the investigations, no research has ever been carried
out on the role of the imperative solicitation in performative
utterances in the Mathnavi, their comparison with performative
utterances in the Qur'an, and the extent to which they are influenced
by the Word of God.
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4. Research Method

In this research, six volumes of the Mathnavi, including 26,000
verses, were studied. All of the verifiable data, that is, all verses of
imperative solicitation in performative utterances that corresponded
to the Qur'an, were extracted.

The data were compared with the verses of the Qur’an on three
levels: meaning and theme, type of performative utterance or
sentence, and secondary meanings. Ultimately, the verses were
presented in two categories: those that corresponded to Qur’anic
verses and those that did not.

5. Results and Discussion

Out of the total of 224 verses analyzed, 96 performative utterances
corresponded to the verses of the Qur'an, of which 59 were
commands, 12 prohibitions, 14 interrogatives, 12 vocatives, and 5
optatives. There were 23 performative utterances which did not
correspond to the verses of the Qur'an. It can be argued that most of
the imperative forms correspond either to Qur’anic verses or to the
explicit wording of the verses, expressed through verbs such as
anfiqil, ittaqii, ansiti, usjudii, and the like; or the audience has been
referred to the Qur’an through verbs such as “read, distinguish” and
the like. Secondary meanings such as provoking the acquisition of
insight, informing, and inquiring occur with high frequency.

In many cases, the imperative form has become more intense through
the addition of vocative address. This intensified appeal has
sometimes been applied in the Mathnavi and the Qur’an. The
prohibitive form in Rumi’s Qur’anic discourse often appears either
following an imperative verb or is expressed in such a way that the
explicit form of prohibition is removed from it. For instance, instead
of saying “Do not shout!”, he says “Strike less of a cry.”

Interrogatives, which seek information from the addressee, are used
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in the Qur’an predominantly in a figurative sense, except for
nineteen cases (Rezaei Haftador et al., 2015).

In the present research, rhetorical meanings such as prohibition,
negation, confession, inquiry, contemplation, and emphasis on God’s
all-encompassing knowledge were derived from interrogatives.
Regarding vocatives, whether the secondary meaning pertains to the
vocative itself or to the predicate of the sentence, which is usually
imperative or prohibitive, it can be said that the use of vocative
particles and the vocative itself increase the intensity of appeal in the
sentence. The hidden purposes of vocatives are confession, miracles,
affirmation, guidance, annunciation, and the like.

Demanding entreaty, when aligned with divine verses, occurs only
in meanings of compassion and regret. Considering that the only
speaker in the Qur'an is God, and in the Mathnavi-yi Ma'navi it is
Rumi, and both possess a higher rank than their audience, entreaty,
which is always accompanied by supplication, has always been
uttered by narrative characters.

The non-corresponding performative utterances have mostly been
used for purposes such as warning, guidance, prayer, moral
admonition, acceptance and submission, certitude, cautioning, and
so on. It was also observed that Rumi not only adorns the surface of
his discourse with techniques such as quotation, incorporation,
paraphrase, and allusion to the verses of the Noble Qur’an, but also
in the realm of concepts and themes, through methods such as
translation, exegesis, exemplification, and interpretation, tries to
bring his language closer in dignity to the Word of God.

In the section of purposes and secondary meaning, it appears that the
poet, in compliance with the verse “fa-dhakkir innama anta

mudhakkir” (“So remind, for you are but a reminder”), primarily
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facilitates spiritual understanding and eases the path by reminding

the audience of essential truths.

Keywords: Qur’an, Mathnavi-yi Ma’navi, Imperative Solicitation,

Secondary Meanings.
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