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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The intertextual relationship between the mystical texts is known as
one of the main features of these texts, which expresses the mutual
influence of these works and the common discourse of mysticism and
Sufism. Discovering the intertextual relationship between these texts
is of considerable importance. The way these texts are adapted from
each other reveals the writing style of each work more clearly, thus
clarifying the approaches and interpretations of each author.
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Research Questions

What is the hypertextual relationship of Resale Qoshiriyyeh with other
mystical texts in the narration of the anecdote “The Dervish on the
Ship...”?

How is the semantic structure of this anecdote related to mystical
concepts?

2. Literature Review

Previous studies have examined the influence and mutual impact
between mystical texts as well as the intertextual relationships among
these works.

The present researcher (Esmaeili, 2025), in an article titled
“Analyzing the influence of Tazkirat al-Awliya from the Resale
Qoshiriyyeh based on Genette’s Transtextuality theory investigated
the transtextual relations between the two works. The results showed
that Tazkirat al-Awliya is connected to Resale Qoshiriyyeh across all
transtextual relationships. The adaptation of anecdotes and sayings of
Sufi masters can be examined within the three domains of
intertextuality, paratextuality, and hypertextuality. Attar has modified
certain anecdotes from Resale Qoshiriyyeh by changing the point of
view, altering the event or location, and adding or omitting elements,
changes that fall within the scope of Genette’s hypertextuality.
Madani (2024), in an article titled “The Character Shift of Mystical
Anecdotes According to Nineteen Mystical Texts,” examined the
transformation of the character element in shared anecdotes across
mystical texts. He concluded that the author’s dispositions,
experiences, ideological leanings, and fidelity to the source material
influenced the transfiguration of characters in mystical anecdotes.
Hassanzadeh Nayyeri and Kheirandish (2021), in an article titled
“Intertextuality in the Attar’s Mosibatnameh with Sixth Century
Mystics” analyzed the anecdotes of Attar’s Msibatnameh and the
works of the sixth century through an intertextual reading. The authors
examined and analyzed ten shared anecdotes with respect to the
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volume of content, characters, and the aims of the authors of the
anecdotes.

Rezvaniyan (2010) investigated the story-like structure of mystical
anecdotes in her book The Narrative Structure of Mystical
Heydarzadeh Sardroud (2017), in a book titled The Springs of the Sun,
examines and compares the anecdotes of the Mathnavi with earlier
mystical texts.

The review of the research background reveals that no study to date
has investigated the relationship of the mystical anecdote “The
Dervish on the Ship...” from the perspective of hypertextuality.
Therefore, the present study seems justified.

1. Methodology

This research used qualitative content analysis to examine the
hypertextual relationships of Persian mystical texts in the narration of
“The Dervish on the Ship...”. For this purpose, first, Genette’s theory
of hypertextuality was examined by referring to the original sources.
In the next stage, by studying mystical texts, the hypertextual
relationships of the works were analyzed. The research data were
collected through documentary and library studies. In this research,
“The Dervish on the Ship...” anecdote in the Resale Qoshiriyyeh,
Kashf al-Mahjoob, Tazkirat al-Awliya, Mathnavi-yi Ma’navi and
Nafahat al-Ons were examined with the Genette’s hypertextuality
approach.

2. Results

According to the findings of the research, the text of the Resale
Qoshiriyyeh was the predecessor of the other texts. The story of
“Fishes taking a gem in their mouths and people gathering around the
ship” is narrated in the Resale Qoshiriyyeh. This story is repeated in
Kashf al-Mahjoob in one story with imitation and adaptation, and in
another story with transformation. In the second story, the character
of the story has been changed with intermodalization, the aim of
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revaluation, to the Malek dinar. The story of the Resale Qoshiriyyeh
in Tazkirat al-Awliya has also been changed with intermodalization in
such a way that the character of the story of the Resale Qoshiriyyeh
was an unknown young man with miraculous powers, but in Tazkirat
al-Awliya, Dhu’l-Nun has been replaced by an unknown young man.
His goal was to change the value and replace a valuable character with
a nameless and unknown character. Attar has used the story of Kashf
al-Mahjoob about the Malek Dinar with a common theme with
imitation and adaptation. Rumi’s story is a combination of the stories
in the Resale Qoshiriyyeh, Kashf al-Mahjoob, and Tazkirat al-Awliya.
Rumi has changed prose to poetry with transmodalization and
expanded the story by increasing interpretations, which can be
examined in the subgroup of quantitative incremental transformation.
Jami’s story in Nafahat al-Ons is an adaptation of Kashf al-Mahjoob’s
story.

S. Conclusion

According to the results of the research, mystical texts are not
considered independent texts, but rather each text is related to the text
before it, and sometimes is a continuation of the mystical discourse of
previous texts, which has been emphasized and considered in the
theory of intertextuality.

Keywords: Resale Qoshiriyyeh, Kashf al-Mahjoob, Tazkirat al-
Awliya, Mathnavi Ma’navi, Nafahat al-Ons, Hypertextuality, Genette.
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