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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Resistance literature is one of the most important branches of

literature. Resistance literature is centered on struggle and resistance;
resistance against colonialism, tyranny and autocracy, oppression and
cruelty, and defense in the cause of homeland and faith, etc.
Resistance literature depicts the sacred ideal of resistance and is a

manifestation of resistance and perseverance. Resistance literature
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does not have a specific beginning, and resistance and its expression
in literature have a long history. However, Resistance literature in the
new sense is born of the specific conditions of the contemporary era,
and the origin of this literature is the political and social conditions
prevailing in our era.

Modern resistance literature is inspired by the conditions of our time,
and the expansion and spread of domination and hegemony, the
campaigns of superpowers and their agents, and the occupation of
lands are the spark for the emergence of modern resistance literature,
and the literature is an arena for struggle and resistance against the
dominators and occupiers, and the defense of the rights of the people
and defense of homeland. Resistance in literature or resistance
literature is also, in the opinion of literary critics, no less important
than resistance on the battlefield. The poetry of the poet of resistance,
which contains the ideal theme of resistance, is like a bullet that is
thrown at the enemy and gives strength and inspiration to those who
are on the battlefield. Resistance in Muslim societies is tied to Islamic
faith and belief, because the religion of Islam has cultivated the
transcendent concepts of resistance.

Resistance in Islamic societies takes on a different color when it is
combined with Islamic teachings. Here, resistance takes on a divine
aspect, and the path of resistance, as mentioned in religion, also passes
through self-realization; in such a way that in addition to fighting the
external enemy, fighting the ego and the desires of the ego continue
in parallel, and resistance is also a way for self-realization and inner
purification and a growth of moral perfection.

Accordingly, one can see impressive appearances of faith, belief,

self-realization, fighting, inter alia, the ego in the Islamic resistance
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literature. Given that the origin of Islamic mysticism is also the
progressive Sharia of Islam, along with the presence of Islamic
religious values, manifestations of mysticism are also evident in these
works; mysticism and religious teachings are intertwined in these
works.

Resistance literature in the Islamic world, and especially in Iran, is
intertwined with religion and mysticism. Among them, in the works
of Iran's Holy Defense literature, one can see many manifestations
of mystical culture and teachings. It seems that these works, in
addition to being descriptions of the events of the war, are also
descriptions of the warriors' love and devotion to God, sacrifices,
jihad with the ego, the fight against moral vices, manifestations of
mystical perfection ethics and mystical positions. In the midst of war,
the warriors of Islamic Iran also engage in self-realization, and the
battlefronts are workshops for humanization and practical
mysticism. The hardships and austerities of the battlefield bring them
closer to God and refine their souls. This polished mirror reflects
knowledge (ma rifat), and accordingly, mystical teachings emerge

in the texture of these works.

2. Methodology

The present article, using a descriptive-analytical method, has
examined the manifestations of mystical intellectual foundations in
some of the fictional works of the literary tradition of the Iran Holy
Defense by authors such as Mohammad Reza Bayrami, Hamid
Hessam, Seyyedeh Zahra Hosseini, Reza Amirkhani and Seyyed
Mehdi Shojaei.
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3. Discussion

In the fictional works of the resistance literature, the foundations of
the beliefs of the mystics have a prominent appearance and
manifestation, and the writers of these works have linked resistance
with mysticism and have depicted the depth of the mystical beliefs and
thoughts of the Iranian warriors.

An examination of some fictional works of the literature of the Holy
Defense shows the presence of mysticism and the foundations and
principles of mystical culture in these works. Mysticism and mystical
teachings, which are an inseparable part of the Iranian-Islamic culture,
have a special glow in the texture of these works.

The warriors of Islamic Iran, on the front of the battle, get closer to
God through hardships and austerities on the battlefield. They entrust
all their affairs to God and act with trust (tawakkul) in him, and they
always consider God to be the final agent in affairs and have reached
the annihilation of actions (fana-yi af‘ali) and do not attribute the
present to themselves. On the battlefield, they have engaged in self-
realization, and have eliminated the vices such as pride and self-
conceit that are obstacles to reaching God in their being. And since
they are blameworthy, whenever self-conceit comes to them, they
have blamed themselves and have striven to suppress this vice. Jihad
with the ego, which is called jihad-i akbar in mystical culture, is also
fully reflected in these works. Perhaps the warriors on the battlefield
take the external war, which is jihdd-i asghar from the perspective
of mystics, lightly and strive in self-realization and battle with the
ego and ego desires, and they prefer the battle with the ego, which is
the “the worst enemy” of man, to the battle with the external enemy.

Patience, which is one of the mystical authorities, is also consistent



83 | Behnam | An Exploration of the Footsteps of Mysticism in ...

with this struggle of the warriors, and patience accompanies the
struggle, which from their perspective leads to the destination.
Contentment (rida) and certainty (yaghin) which are mystical
authorities also have a prominent presence in these works and they
are people seek their pleasure in the pleasure of the God and have a
heartfelt certainty in God, the creator of the world and entrust their
affairs to God.

4. Conclusion

The result of the present study shows the relation between mysticism
and mystical concepts and the Iranian resistance literature, especially
the literature of the Holy Defense. In places of the fictional works
of the Holy Defense, one can see the traces of mystical beliefs
and teachings that have their roots in the Iranian-Islamic culture. It
is in line with the influence of this culture that one can see the
presence of fawakkul as a fundamental principle in faith in God in
these works.

The annihilation of actions (fand-yi af‘ali) is another Islamic
religious and mystical belief, and devotion to this belief is evident in
these works. Abandoning pride and self-conceit which is one of the
intellectual axes of Sufism and which the seekers of the path have
always been recommended to, is clearly manifested in these works.
This mystical belief, which is observation and connection are the
results of jihad, is also one of the mystical principles that can be seen
in the fictional works of Iranian Persistence Literature. Jihad with
the ego, contentment and certainty, and the necessity of choosing a

pir (guide) along the path are other mystical principles that can be
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seen in the fictional works of the Holy Defense, and these works are

linked to mysticism and the intellectual principles of the mystics.

Keywords: Resistance Literature, Sacred Defense, Fictional Works,

Mysticism.
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