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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Within classical Persian mystical literature, Islamic mystics and
thinkers have offered diverse interpretations of Iblis throughout
history. The first approach, encompassing the majority of mystics,
emphasizes the exoteric teachings of the Qur'an, viewing Iblis as a
symbol of arrogance, disobedience, and estrangement from the
Divine Truth.
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symbol of arrogance, disobedience, and estrangement from the
Divine Truth.

In contrast, a select group of eminent mystics, including Hasan al-
Basr1, Manstr al-Hallaj, ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani, Ahmad Ghazali,
and Abiu al-Qasim Karkani, adopted a positive and innovative
perspective on Iblis. They depicted Iblis not merely as an evil entity
but at times as an unwilling lover compelled to disobey, a captive of
divine destiny, or even the primordial lover and the perfect
manifestation of divine love. This approach, deeply intertwined with
anti-Mu ‘tazilite and Ash‘arite theological thought, often stood in
stark opposition to prevailing classical societal norms and the
apparent meanings of the Qur'anic verses.

‘Attar of Nishapur, owing to the vastness of his oeuvre and the
complexity of his ideas, generally falls into a third category when
confronting the character of Iblis: that of thinkers who do not adopt
a clear and decisive stance. However, this study endeavors to
demonstrate that “Attar, in the predominant verses of his poetry, not
only defends Iblis but also presents a tragic interpretation of his fate.
This interpretation, inspired by the ideas of al-Hallaj and a profound
understanding of Aristotelian tragic concepts, bestows upon Iblis a
central role, transforming his actions and choices into those of a
tragic hero. This research seeks to illuminate how ‘Attar, by
employing elements of Aristotelian tragedy, challenges the
traditional narrative of Iblis and, by evoking pity and empathy in the

audience, achieves spiritual catharsis.

2. Literature Review
While various studies have explored Iblis in ‘Attar's works, none
have yet analyzed his story from the perspective of Aristotelian

tragedy. This research aims to fill this lacuna. Nevertheless, several
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existing studies, directly or indirectly, bear relevance to the present
investigation, and we shall briefly mention some of them:

The following articles are indirectly relevant to the present research:
e Hosseini Kazerouni and Motevasseli (2011), in their article
“Hallaj and Satan,” expound upon the views of mystics, particularly
Hallaj, concerning Iblis. Hallaj is notably one of the figures “Attar
profoundly regarded throughout his spiritual journey, often being
referred to as the “second Hallaj.” “Attar articulated Hallaj’s theory
regarding Satan in his [lahi-nama (The Book of God).

e Mohammad Zadeh and Hosseini (2012), in their article “Diversity
of Opinions on Iblis from the Perspective of Commentators and

b

Theologians,” examine and analyze Iblis from the viewpoints of
exegetes, theologians, mystics, the school of Wahdat al-Wujud
(Unity of Existence), and his defenders. ‘Attar, similar to mystics
like Hallaj, ‘Ayn al-Qudat, and Ahmad Ghazali, posits Iblis as the
primordial lover and the perfect embodiment of God’s love. Iblis is
portrayed as a divine lover who, when subjected to God’s curse and
expulsion, proudly embraces this mantle of damnation.

e Owen (2020), in his book The Lament of Iblis, investigates Iblis’s
role in the spiritual-religious evolution of Sufis and analyzes Sufi
perspectives on this matter. This work delves into the Qur'anic origin
of Iblis, his involvement in the fall of Adam and Eve, and provides
a philosophical-theological analysis of his nature. It demonstrates
that Iblis’s pride in rebelling against God’s command serves as an
example of the destructive consequences of over-reliance on intellect
and analogy without divine guidance.
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Articles directly relevant to this research include:

e Ebrahim Tabar (2015), in his article “Iblis in ‘Attar’s
Worldview,” articulates ‘Attar’s perspective on Iblis, providing
illustrative examples from his works. Ebrahim Tabar contends that
‘Attar presented contradictory theories regarding Iblis’s rebellion
and proximity to the divine presence in his works, at times
condemning Iblis for his transgression. He attributes ‘Attar’s
dualistic viewpoint to considerations of both tariga (the mystical
path) and shari‘a (Islamic law).

e Pour al-Khass and Mehri (2018), in their article “An Examination
of the Transformation of “Attar’s View on Iblis,” investigate “Attar’s
ideas about Iblis within the trajectory of his spiritual development,
relying on his various works. They explore the differences in ‘Attar’s
perspective on Iblis in his early and later writings. The
aforementioned article attributes the dualistic portrayal of Iblis in the
works of some mystics, such as “Attar, to their awareness of the bitter
experiences of the executions of Hallaj and ‘Ayn al-Qudat.

3. Methodology

The present research endeavors to elucidate ‘Attar’s definitive stance
on Iblis through a descriptive-analytical approach. Initially, the study
narrates the story of Iblis within ‘Attar’s poetic works. Subsequently,
it critically examines the subject based on Aristotle’s conception of
tragedy. In the descriptive section, the research focuses on collecting
and explaining the portrayal of Iblis in “Attar’s prominent texts, such
as Mantiq al-Tayr (The Conference of the Birds), Asrar-nameh
(Book of Secrets), Il1ahi-nameh (The Divine Book), and Musibat-
nameh (Book of Adversity).
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In the analytical section, by employing the theoretical foundations of
Aristotelian tragedy, various aspects of Iblis’s character are
investigated, including his behavioral motivations, the consequences
of his disobedience, his internal and external sufferings, and the
points of convergence and divergence between him and the concept
of a tragic hero.

4. Conclusion

Based on the conducted analyses, ‘Attar’s perspective on Iblis is
predominantly defensive. In his laudatory verses and narratives
concerning Iblis, “Attar plays an active role, expressing his personal
interpretation. However, in the denunciatory verses and narratives,
he merely assumes the role of a narrator, refraining from outright
condemnation. ‘Attar’s works are clearly influenced by Hallaj’s
mystical thoughts, such that the character of Iblis takes on a new and
distinct view, moving beyond mere disobedience and damnation.
The present article, by analyzing the Aristotelian theory of tragedy
in the narration of Iblis within ‘Attar’s works, demonstrates
structural similarities between the story of Iblis and key elements of
tragedy (hamartia, fall, catharsis). It also provides a fresh and
comparative perspective for understanding the character of Iblis in
Iranian-Islamic mystical texts. ‘Attar, by introducing Iblis as a tragic
hero, extracts his story from the traditional framework, imbuing it
with human and psychological dimensions. This interpretation offers
a novel method for reading traditional Islamic texts.

Given this approach, Iblis is not only acquitted of definitive sin but
is also presented as a tragic hero with a dual nature, embodying the
unspoken implications of the conflict between God’s will and human
freedom. This analysis clarifies the ambiguities related to “Attar’s
seemingly contradictory view of Iblis and demonstrates how the
semantic repercussions of Ash‘arite thought (destructive reliance on
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intellect without divine guidance) and Sufi principles (divine love
versus pride) are integrated into “Attar’s characterization.
Furthermore, applying Western tragedy theory (Aristotle) to the
analysis of Iranian Sufi texts creates an intellectual bridge between
the philosophical and religious traditions of the West and the Islamic
East.

Keywords: Tragedy; Aristotle; “Attar; Iblis; Hero.
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