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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The main goal of mysticism and Sufism is to reach the truth and attain
knowledge of God, but there are obstacles on this path that in
mysticism these obstacles are called hijab. "Hijab" means curtain,
covering, and in Sufi terminology, it is anything that prevents a person
from approaching God and keeps him from the truth.

In the eyes of mystics, the universe and its belongings are considered
a kind of veil. The Almighty God is hidden behind every veil, and with
a deeper look and in the final analysis, all veils are His and at the same
time, none of the veils are His. Veils are created and a creature cannot
be the truth, but since there is no existence in the circle of existence
except the truth, there is no way to find God and see Him except
through the veils that cover Him.
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The most important condition of the journey and path is that the seeker
knows the types of veils; as a result, mystics have presented different
views on the types of veils and have discussed and examined them
from different angles; Because veils are a symbol of scientific and
practical obstacles for the seeker to reach the Almighty and they have
different levels. For example, the sensual desire inside a person and
the devil outside, attachment to wealth and issues like this can become
a veil for the seeker and prevent the mystic from reaching the
Almighty. For this reason, in Islamic mysticism, types of veils,
including internal, external, dark, light, etc., have been examined and
specific categories have been given to each. The issue of veil in
mysticism has a long history and is called by a title in every religion.
As in the religion of Islam, according to the hadith transmitted from
the Prophet, "God has seventy thousand veils of light and darkness, if
He revealed them, His face would burn." "Ilayeh Basroh" Veils are
divided into two categories: light and dark veils, each of these two
categories has different types.

Dark veils are mainly unpleasant traits and morals that prevent the
seeker from reaching perfection. Luminous veils are things that are
not only not bad morals and dhimmi traits, but are themselves
considered factors in understanding knowledge and reaching the truth,
but when they are not properly cultivated or used incorrectly, they
themselves become veils.

Najm al-Din Razi is a famous mystic who, while expressing his
mystical thoughts on creation, the creation of different worlds, the
creation of the soul, etc., seeks the path to truth and truth with a devout
and loving gaze. One of the most prominent topics woven into the
fabric of his mystical view is the discussion of veils and their types.
Razi considers the beginning of the emergence of veils to be
simultaneous with the creation of man and, due to the spiritual and
physical dimensions of human existence, believes in a set of luminous
and dark veils. This topic, of course, does not appear as a heading in
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the book, but the transcendence of this keyword and its equivalents in
the book Mersad al-Ibad, shows the importance of hijab in Najm al-
Din Razi’s mystical perspective.

Considering the place and importance that the discussion of the types
of dark and light hijabs has in the way the mystic understands the three
pillars of God, the universe, and man, we decided to analyze hijab in
his most important work, Mersad al-Ibad, by focusing on Najm al-Din
Razi’s mystical thought.

2. Literature Review

Despite the importance of the subject of what hijab is, its types, and
the ways to remove the dark and light veils in Mersad al-Ibad, these
topics have not been addressed in any independent work so far. Of
course, among the studies that have been written about Najm al-Din
Razi, there are cases where the author has sporadically and briefly
mentioned the meaning of hijab in Razi's view, but the types of hijab
and other matters have never been analyzed.

In the following, we will mention a few examples of works that have
examined the concept of light and dark veils:

1. Farjam (1378) in a study examined the dark and light veils of
conduct in the spiritual Mathnavi.

2. Hijazi (1387) in a study conducted a comparative study of hijab in
the thought of Ibn Arabi and Imam Khomeini. He has discussed and
examined the principles of the unity of existence, fixed objects, divine
names and attributes, and has examined the nature and multiplicity of
some light and dark veils in the thought of Ibn Arabi and Imam
Khomeini. It should be noted that this study does not address all
aspects of light and dark veils.

3. Mohagqiq (2013) first analyzed the concept of veil in his thesis and,
while categorizing the types of veils, focused on the types of light and
dark veils; in this work, the author emphasizes the book Masnavi
Ma’nawi and often uses examples from this book.



Spring & Summer 2025 | Vol. 4 | No. 7 | Mysticism in Persian Literature | 374

4. Pasban (2017) studies the reflections of Sufis on the veils of
mystical journey and conduct. In this study, the author focuses on
some Persian prose texts such as Risale-1 Qushayriyyah, Kashf al-
Mahjoob, Insan Kamel, Mersad al-Ibad and Misbah al-Hidayah. After
a general overview of each of these texts, the author examines the most
common hijab among the aforementioned mystics. It should be noted
that in the chapter on Mersad al-Ibad, the author did not mention all
the hijabs considered by Razi.

5. Hamzaian, Khayyatian, and Khademi (2017) have analyzed the
concept of hijab in the works of Ibn Arabi in an article. In this study,
the authors have examined hijab first from the perspective of
epistemology and then from the perspective of path and conduct, and
for each of these two methods, they have provided categories that help
the audience understand what hijab is in Ibn Arabi’s views.

6. Karim Pasandi and Ahmadi (2018) have conducted a comparative
study of hijab in the views of Rumi and Attar in an article. It should
be noted that, considering previous research on Rumi’s views, the
authors have focused on the nature and types of hijab in Attar’s view.

3.Methodology

The method determined in this research is a descriptive-analytical
method of content analysis with library data collection tools. To
conduct this research, after studying and examining the author's book,
namely Mersad al-Ebad, we first collected the desired data related to
the research, and then took notes. Finally, we analyzed, classified, and
compiled the notes.

4.Resalts

Najm al-Din Razi In his valuable book, Mersad al-Ibad,seeks to show
the way for the seekers to cultivate the seed of the soul and bring it to
fruition through the path and the law. The fruit intended by Razi is
that the servant of God should know all the attributes and essence and
attain knowledge; however, in the meantime, God has placed certain
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deposits in the human body that create a veil and make the path to the
perfection of the servant winding and winding. From the perspective
of Razi, the philosophy of existence in the veils is the presence and
belonging of the soul in the body. In other words, all the veils came to
dominate man from the time when his soul separated from its source
and source, God, and became in the body; because if the soul were not
captive to the veil and could clearly understand the truth behind the
veil, it would return to its original origin and source without any
hindrance.

Based on the Prophetic hadith, Razi considers the veils of both light
and darkness, but what has attracted his attention the most are the veils
of darkness. In Razi's view, the veils that originate from the physical
form of man and his material dimension are more numerous and
frequent. In the meantime, the range of whiteness to blackness of the
veil also varies. Sometimes the dark cloud of veils overwhelms the
spiritual sun of man's existence, making him even more humble than
the gifts. Veils such as: the veil of humanity, lust, forgetfulness,
selfishness, and the soul. This group of veils is more internal than
other dark veils and is more difficult to discover. Razi also mentions
some other veils that are achieved through the worship of appearances
and the lack of internal perception of truth, including the veil of
expression, imitation, imitation, and intellect. It is worth noting that
the veil of imitation in Razi's view is different from other mystics. He
sees the veil of concealment not only as the mystic being stained with
different attributes, but also as meaning that mystics will have a
different perception and intuition of the truth at every moment based
on their existential capacity, and stopping at any of these levels means
getting caught in the veil of concealment.

Among mystics, some, such as Sheikh Akbar, believe that the essence
of the existential philosophy of veils lies in their undiscoverability
because the humble existence of man is incapable of perceiving the
truth behind the veil, which is the essence and attributes of God.
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However, just as the secret map of the path full of hardships for the
seeker with all its ups and downs, it also shows the seeker the key to
opening the veils, and that is nothing but true remembrance. From his
perspective, after discovering the veil, the mystic can reach inner
intuition and then reach the state of nearness to the supererogatory acts
and be directly in dialogue and intuition of the truth, which is the
highest position that can be given to a human being.

Keywords: Spirituality; Modernity; Spiritual Life; Mysticism; Ain al-
Qudzat Hamedani; Tamhidat.
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