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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Each method of analyzing literary works seeks to offer a reading or
interpretation shaped by a specific perspective. Apostrophe is one of
the techniques used to construct literary discourse, characterized by a
shift in the tense of speech or a transition from addressing a present to
an absent entity, or vice versa. This communicative disruption has its
own mechanisms, through which the literary text gains artistic
ambiguity, requiring specific tools and methods to unravel its layers
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of meaning. Majalis-i Sab‘a (The Seven Sessions), one of the prose
works of Mowlavi, was composed with the aim of admonition,
warning, and, broadly, instructing its listeners and readers from the
pulpit. Delivered in the style of orators, it draws upon Quranic verses,
followed by their explanation and interpretation, and occasionally
employs hadiths to convey Mowlavi’s thoughts. This study explores
the rhetorical device of iltifat and its application in Majalis-i Sab ‘a,
utilizing the theories of Jonathan Culler, who emphasizes discourse
levels, to uncover its meanings and implications.

2. Literature Review

Previous studies on Apostrophe, based on Jonathan Culler’s theories,
have been conducted with different case studies. These works have
indirectly served as foundational references for this research,
contributing to a clearer understanding of the topic. Notable among
them are the books Apostrophe in Contemporary Persian Poetry: A
Semiotic Approach and Shifts in Addressee in the Holy Quran. These
texts provided practical guidance for this study, aiding in a deeper
understanding and application of the concept. Additionally, an article
titled “A Semiotic Study of I/itfat in Contemporary Persian Poetry:
Examples from the Poetry of Ahmad Shamloo and Houshang Ebtehaj”
was derived from the aforementioned book and contains similar data.
Another relevant article, “The Aesthetics of the Literary Device of
Apostrophe and Its Interpretive Role in Masnavi-yi Ma ‘navi,”
examines Apostrophe not in its traditional sense but with an
interpretive purpose in Mowlavi’s Masnavi. This article is particularly
relevant to the present study, as it explores the aesthetic and meaning-
making roles of Apostrophe in relation to discourse levels, especially
since its case study, like this research, focuses on Mowlavi’s work.
Comparing the results of these two studies could yield insightful
findings. Additionally, the article “Examining the Quranic Device of
Apostrophe in Light of Discourse Information Structure” moves
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beyond traditional studies, adopting a discursive approach to
Apostrophe and serving as an indirect reference for this research.

3. Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on
library-based research and note-taking from sources. First, a
theoretical framework was extracted and categorized from the
sources. Then, the text under study was analyzed and interpreted based
on these categories.

4. Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, it can be stated that the rhetorical
device of Apostrophe is key to understanding a significant aspect of
the persuasive power of Mowlavi’s discourse in Majalis-i Sab ‘a.
Given the text’s oratorical and admonitory structure, Apostrophe
serves to elucidate and expound Mowlavi’s intellectual framework. In
the mystical tradition, Apostrophe is not merely a rhetorical device but
a manifestation of the mystic’s inner voice. Considering that the
admonitory and instructional dimension of Majalis-i Sab‘a
overshadows its mystical aspect, the first level of Apostrophe is more
prominent in this work. The art of oratory and preaching is designed
such that the speaker, during discourse, addresses specific individuals
or the audience at large to engage listeners and enhance impact.
Mowlavi, in Majalis, addresses himself, his disciples, humanity in
general, Muslims, and others, pulling the listener out of passivity and
immersing them in a spiritual and dramatic experience. Sudden shifts
and uncontextualized changes in addressee at the first level create an
“I-Thou” relationship between the primary subject (the author) and the
absent audience, amplifying the impact of Mowlavi’s words within
the admonitory and instructional context. Apostrophe directed toward
objects and concepts (levels 2 and 3) directly stems from Mowlavi’s
worldview of the unity of existence, where everything is a
manifestation of the Divine and possesses life and consciousness.
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Sudden disruptions (level 4) and the internalization of the “other”
clearly reflect Mowlavi’s restlessness, fervor, and the depth of his
mystical experience. At level 5, and to some extent level 4, the address
is primarily aimed at displaying self-awareness and the soul,
essentially referring to the self. In these addresses, Mowlavi highlights
his role as a guide, preacher, or even spiritual master. Notably, across
all these levels, Mowlavi showcases linguistic play and rhetorical
prowess, using deliberate disruptions to elevate language beyond mere
reporting. By shifting temporally to the discursive present, he
transforms it into a living, relatable experience for the listener.
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