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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Violence and violent acts are an inevitable outcome of social life.
However, if it is addressed from a moral, religious and human
perspective, it is considered superfluous and damaging to the relations
between individuals and societies. From this perspective, the goal of
all religions as well as moral and philosophical schools throughout
history has been to purify humans and human societies from such
vices. If we take a general look at the cultural history of Iran
throughout history, the contribution of Sufism and mysticism in the
fight against moral vices has been quite impressive, and one can rarely
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find a book or written work from this sect that is devoid of such moral
statements. Despite this, one of the many contradictions in the history
of Sufism is the benefit they have derived from the seasoning of
violent speech, a subject that can be considered a sort of de-
familiarization of the minds of the audience and lovers of Sufism.
Throughout history, Sufis and mystics have been known for their
tolerance, compassion, empathy, and humanity. However, all of these
qualities are merely one side of the coin. Masters of Sufism, at least
in the field of language and literature, have not shielded away from
using any kind of language, from contempt and mockery to the lowest
level of vocabulary, in their debates with their opponents and
audiences. No matter how much the Sufis have tried to be cautious
and moderate in their actions and behavior, the texts of their poetry
and prose are a jumble of immoral words that make the audience
wonder. It is not difficult to list the names of such Sufis in the history
of Sufism. For the reasons previously mentioned and some of the
reasons that will be mentioned in the body of the present article, these
Sufis did not hesitate to despise others, from scholars to the elders of
the Sharia and jurists, masters of power and wealth, and common
people. Insults, likening them to animals, using obscene language,
effeminate and misogynistic language, and other cases are examples
of such verbal violence in Sufi works. The subject of the present study
is one of the masterpieces of mystical literature, namely Sanai's
Hadiqa. Before entering the Sufi community, Sanai had odes that can
be considered examples of eloquence and rhetoric. However, his main
achievement after entering the Sufi community is Hadiqa al-Hagqiqabh, .
For many reasons that will be mentioned in the article, it is a
distinctive work in terms of the type of language used in it, including
use of verbal violence.

Research Questions
1- What are the cases of verbal violence in Hadiqa?
2- What are the reasons for verbal violence in Hadiga?
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3- What are the dimensions of verbal violence in Hadiga?

2. Literature Review

The issue of verbal violence is one of the concepts that has not been
studied in depth in research studies for a long time, and this level is
even lower in literary studies. Research in this field is mostly limited
to issues such as; violence in cyberspace, media violence, violence in
children's language, etc. Research on literary works has also usually
focused on modern subjects and works. An example of such studies is
“Textual Implications in Re-Defining the Verbal Violence of Hafez’s
Poetry”, by Majid Houshangi et al. (Y £+ Y). Assuming that Hafez is an
example of social critics, the writers believe that Hafez’s poetry, at the
level of individual confrontation with others and criticism of the
ideological system of society, can be examined from the perspective
of examining violent speech. In the end, the authors have concluded
that violence in Hafez’s poetry appears and manifests in two forms:
explicit and hidden, in imaginary forms. Also, Ali Mohammadi
(2005), in his article, “A Study of Aspects of Violence in Hafez’s
Poetry”, which was published in the Hafez Studies Yearbook, with a
self-made definition of violence, considers cases such as verbal
anomalies such as dissonance of letters, lack of eloquence and rhetoric
as examples of verbal violence, and considers the causes of such cases
in Hafez’s poetry the result of political tyranny and social and cultural
dissatisfaction. Hossein Rahmani (2019), in his article “The Effect of
Experienced Verbal Violence in the Play “Palkan,” concluded that in
this work, verbal violence plays a fundamental role in the
characterization, development, theme and content of the play. Mahnaz
Karbalaei Sadegh et al. (2019), in their article “Investigating the
Pattern of Verbal Violence in Contemporary Literary Works,”
examined and described the linguistic structures that express verbal
violence in a corpus of 60 selected sentences from the works of
Simson Daneshvar and Jalal Al-Ahmad.
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Also, Arefeh Taherian and colleagues (1400) in their article
"Reflection of Verbal Violence in the Poetry of Farrokhi Yazdi" have
examined aspects of violence in Farrokhi Yazdi's poems, assuming
that the literature of the Constitutional period is the most political
poetry in the history of Persian poetry. What is new in the present
study is the study of the history of Sufism from the perspective of
verbal violence, with a focus on Hadiqa al-Haqiqah in the mystical,
political, social and cultural dimensions. This work seems novel
considering the image that exists in the public mind of Sufism and
mysticism. It should be noted that at the beginning of this work, our
aim was to study the entire history of Sufism from the perspective of
verbal violence, but due to some limitations, this work was limited to
the present target.

3. Methodology

The research methodology adopted in this study is descriptive
analytical, relying on library studies and the analysis of the discussed
text. Through scrutinizing the mentioned text, necessary data were
meticulously extracted, organized, and categorized. Subsequently, the
findings were thoroughly analyzed to generate meaningful insights.

4. Results

Based on the results of the present research, Sanai's Hadiqa can be
considered one of the most violent Persian classical works. Such
violence in Hadiqa can be attributed to the following reasons. First,
the audience of Sufi works was mostly the public, namely ordinary
people. And this allowed Sufis like Sanai to speak to the people in any
way they wanted without fear of possible consequences. On the other
hand, among the thinkers of the past, the Sufis, more than any other
group, distanced their language from the official language and, thus,
moved closer to the common language of the people. Therefore, they
used all the possibilities in the common language such as swearing,
obscene and erotic words, humor, harshness, and the like. The third
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reason is related to the educational nature of mystical literature. It
should be added that education and upbringing in the past centuries,
both in Iran and outside the country, has been accompanied by
violence. By violence, we mean not only physical violence, but also
verbal violence. However, the most important reason for the
emergence of verbal violence in Hadiqa goes back to the personal life
of Sanai Ghaznavi. The poet has not had a peaceful life by any means.
Likewise, after entering Sufism, he has always lived his life with
failure and poverty. An additional factor in the emergence of violence
in Hadiqa is the moral decadence of the society. According to the
history of the 5th and 6th centuries, due to the loss of political
concentration and widespread wars and conflicts, poverty and
insecurity were widespread in the society.

6. Conclusion

As a pioneering and trend-setting work, Hadiqa al-Haqiqah, like other
mystical-literary works, was written in a language close to colloquial
language to meet the needs of a focused audience. One example of the
vernacular that is also reflected in Hadiqa is a type of verbal violence
that is less common in earlier literary genres. The use of foul language,
animalistic references, self-righteousness, misogyny, and intolerance
are examples of verbal violence in Hadiga. According to studies, the
poet's biological issues and lived experience, environmental factors
(political, social, and cultural conditions), intra-discursive and extra-
discursive conflicts, and the educational and upbringing aspects of
Hadiqa are among the major factors behind the emergence of violence
in Hadiqa. According to historical evidence, Sana'i began composing
Hadiqa at a time when his life was not quite in order, she was living
in poverty and isolation, and her relatives and acquaintances had also
left him alone. This is despite the fact that Sanai has been the focus of
attention of the rulers and the court for a significant part of his life. In
the era when Sanai lived, due to the loss of political centralization,
many of the cultural, social, and especially economic foundations of



Spring & Summer 2025 | Vol. 4 | No. 7 | Mysticism in Persian Literature | 194

society had been destroyed, and this had paved the way for the decline
of society. Therefore, a committed and free poet like Sanai could not
remain silent in the face of this immene issue. On the other hand,
educational and didactic aspects of mystical works is another
important factor that has influenced the high frequency of violent
language in Hadiqa, since education and upbringing, especially in the
past, have been accompanied by forms of violence, including physical
and verbal violence.

Keywords: Sana'i, Sufism, Hadiqah, language, violence, verbal.
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